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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 8541 May 21, 2001 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Monday, May 21, 2001 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PENCE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 21, 2001. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE 
PENCE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2001, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning hour debates. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12, rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

O Lord, this Nation has sought Your 
blessing from one generation to the 
next. Before we were brought into 
being, You are God, without beginning 
or end. 

Time moves quickly, but in Your 
eyes 200 years are like yesterday, come 
and gone. Be with us now. 

Bless this Chamber and all its Mem-
bers and activities. From page to Par-
liamentarian, from guide to gardener, 
bless those who labor here, contrib-
uting in great and small measure to 
historic government and a productive 
future. 

At any moment some in this busy 
world may seem to avoid work. By 
Your holy inspiration, bring about true 
freedom across this land. May all 
choose daily tasks where they find re-
spect and personal dignity, assuring 
their own independence and creativity 
while providing support to loved ones 
and quality service to others. 

Let Your glory be revealed in Your 
servants and grant success to the work 
of our hands. Grant success to the work 
of our hands now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. GRANG-
ER) come forward and lead the House in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. GRANGER led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WORKING OVERTIME FOR THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GIBBONS. Madam Speaker, in 
the short time since the 107th Repub-
lican-led Congress was sworn in, we 
have taken historic action on the most 
important issues for the American peo-
ple. 

Today, we can probably say that we 
have honored our commitment to pass 
a budget resolution that lowers taxes, 
improves education, and strengthens 
retirement security. 

Our budget symbolizes the very core 
of our beliefs: Increased freedom for 

Americans, freedom from the stifling 
national debt, from a crippling tax bur-
den, and from troubling retirement 
worries. 

We have proposed an across-the- 
board tax relief package that benefits 
all taxpayers and eliminates the taxes 
on marriage and death. We have passed 
legislation to give Americans more op-
tions to successfully save for their re-
tirement. 

We can continue to empower Amer-
ican families by allowing parents and 
educators to make education decisions 
which will work best for their own chil-
dren. 

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple want the freedom to make deci-
sions that work best for them. Repub-
licans have been working overtime to 
give the American people the ability to 
do just that. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO UNIVER-
SITY OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
GRADUATES 
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, due to changes in the House sched-
ule and my bill being on the Suspen-
sion Calendar today, I was regrettably 
unable to attend graduation at the 
University of the Virgin Islands this 
past weekend in my district. But I 
want to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate the 324 graduates from both 
the St. Thomas and St. Croix cam-
puses. 

Many in this first class of the millen-
nium, overcame great hardships of 
health, finance, and family life to 
reach this milestone. Their persever-
ance and achievement speak well to 
the future of our islands, for they are 
our promise for tomorrow. 

Their spirit, knowledge, determina-
tion, commitment to excellence and 
compassion are the foundation on 
which we will reenergize our commit-
ment to building our beloved commu-
nity. 

So I am here this afternoon to extend 
my applause to them and their fami-
lies. We wish them the very best life 
has to offer and God’s richest blessings 
as they use their hard-earned degrees 
to serve humanity. 

Madam Speaker, I also want to add 
our appreciation and commendation to 
our outstanding institution, the Uni-
versity of the Virgin Islands, as it con-
tinues to fulfill a vital role in the de-
velopment of our territory, our region, 
and our Nation. 
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